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Synopsis

A #1 New York Times Bestseller Playwright and National Public Radio Commentator David Sedaris
lifts the corner of ordinary life, revealing the absurdity teeming below its surface. His world is alive
with obscure desires and hidden motives - a world where forgiveness is automatic and an argument
can be the highest form of love. This is another unforgettable collection from one of the wittiest and

most original writers at work today. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.
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Customer Reviews

While not as sidesplitting in its entirety as "Me Talk Pretty One Day," this was an excellent book.
Some of the pieces were still very funny, but there were some pieces that were just touching
recollections. What | like is that even when DS is mocking some horrible traits shown by his family
members, he also clearly loves them and that love shows through. He knows that you can love
someone and not like everything that they do.There are some clearly funny places though. The
author’s account of his brother’s cooking habits and dog training techniques made me laugh so hard
| dropped the book - then | immediately took it to my friend’s house so she could read it, but made
her read it aloud instead of doing it myself because | know | wouldn’t have been able to speak aloud
for the last few pages due to the gasping for air.l also found it interesting that one of his sisters lives
in my town - but my neighbor tells me this is not news, she’ll introduce herself to you in the local
library :)God forbid we ever have a smoking prohibition, or DS will be in Tourette hell. | believe him

utterly when he says that for him, smoking is a good thing.If you like reading about imperfect people



who care about each other but can be quite ludicrous, and observations of human oddity in general,
this book is for you. (As are all his other books.) | found the second half of the book to be funnier

than the first half.

Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim is my second book by David Sedaris after finishing
Holidays on Ice (one of the funniest books, ever). Unlike Holidays, Dress Your Family consists of 22
short stories that are all autobiographical in nature.Dress Your Family doesn’t quite have the belly
laughs of Holidays, but it is comical nonetheless. One funny story is about his brother's wedding on
the beach with his dogs as attendants (the flower girl was in heat). In another, he plays strip poker
with his friends and makes up the rules in order to keep his clothes. Sedaris’ self-deprecating humor
is also amusing. The author had an unusual childhood, and while most boys were picking up
footballs and hockey sticks, Sedaris was picking out wallpaper samples. But Dress Your Family is
also filled with the angst of childhood, and most of us will identify with many of these stories. Some
are downright heartbreaking. After dropping out of college, his father asks him to move out of the
house. Only later does Sedaris learn the real reason: his father disapproves of his
homosexuality.Still, the Sedaris family has center stage here. With mom, dad, four sisters, and a
very masculine brother, each one is quirkier than the next. It's hard to tell how much is Sedaris’ very
keen powers of observation, and how much is exaggeration. In any case, it's no wonder that when
odd things happen to his sisters, they all scream at him "and | don’t want to see this in one of your
books!" Sedaris always promises to keep their secrets, but everyone knows they will appear
sometime soon. Sedaris is an amazing writer and storyteller, and it is appropriate that he has such a

rich source of material. I'm sure it will keep him going ad infinitum.

| love David Sedaris for the ease at which he can have you in side splitting hysterics. The
anticipation of a new collection of essays means at least an hour or two of annoying loved ones and
co-workers with, "one more section to read aloud".However upon finishing this | only mustered up
some hearty chuckles. Success hasn’t spoiled Sedaris, it’s just stripped him of his anonymity.
Consequently placing himself in situations where he can silently observe are becoming
obsolete.Most of the stories revolve around his family; a melancholic and unflattering collection of
portraits that frankly | felt depressed more than amused. There are some very funny moments, but
generally the absurd wit that runs through his previous essays was replaced by a sadder, softer
tone. Sitill, fans of his work will find at least some things to giggle over, and that's more than alot of

writers can say.



Ok, cutting to the chase: yes it's worth it, and no, he’s not losing his touch -- but like anyone else
with a working brain, the particulars will change over time.David Sedaris is still the intelligent
person’s acid humorist, but he is growing to be able to play in two keys at once. The sharp-tongued
"what was she thinking??" materialist, and the thoughtful guy who understands the source of his
inspiration (mainly family), and honestly gets what they were thinking after all. And get this! Admits
it!lf you read The New Yorker and Esquire and some other Lit mags you may have seen much of
this material before (hey, a guy’s gotta eat between hardcover releases) but much is gained in the

compilation. Seriously. | swear you will still suppress an evil snort at regular intervals!

This book is jampacked with what David Sedaris is famous for...great and interesting stories about
himself and his quirky family. With marvelous wit and a somewhat sarcastic tone, Sedaris makes
you believe you know his family as well as he does.A fun, quick read that can be picked up and put
down at a later date, if youre able. Just alot of fun...though prudish readers may be put off at some
parts.David Sedaris is someone Id love to meet just to hear his stories about his offbeat family in
person.
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